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Greyhound Racing
GREYHOUND RACING is one of the most popular spectator sports in
Great Britain, Ireland, Australia and the USA, as well as many other places
in the world. Every day of the week many thousands of people pay a visit
to their local greyhound track.

The sport is hugely popular for two main reasons. Firstly it is very
exciting to watch and makes a great night out. Secondly, it is an excellent
betting medium. However, despite it being so good to bet upon, many
greyhound fans still lose money. Of course, some people do win but on
the whole greyhound punters lose because they fail to appreciate some
of the more basic things about the sport. This is where this book will be
able to help.

In this book you will learn all about betting on greyhounds. Among
many other things, you will find out about the basics of the sport and
how important they are to consider when trying to find winners. You will
also find out why many punters lose money and what you can do to
avoid joining them. Advice will be given on how to rate the form of a
race and then how to read that form so you can find the most likely
winner.

To win money on greyhound racing you will also need to understand
the importance of betting to a plan and taking the long-term view.
Greyhound Racing To Win aims to help you here as well.

In summary, whether you are a newcomer to betting on the sport or
already very experienced, this book will help set you on the way to
becoming a winning greyhound race punter.



Greyhound Racing in Great
Britain

TODAY, greyhound racing is reported to be Great Britain’s second
most popular spectator sport (obviously, football is the first). From
Monday through to Saturday tracks stage meetings all over the country.
A handful race on Sundays as well. Wherever you are in the country
there will be a track not too far away. For example, in Scotland there is
Glasgow’s Shawfield and then right around the country, down to Hove
on the south coast near Brighton, tracks are dotted everywhere.

Racing takes place over a variety of distances, over hurdles, and on
two types of surface. Nowadays, most tracks are all sand because this
kind of surface is easier to maintain. A handful of tracks do still race on
grass but all of them have sanded bends. Meetings take place
throughout the year and in most weathers. In fact, many of the top
tracks have undersoil heating so that even frost and snow cannot
prevent racing going ahead. Greyhound race meetings can be anything
from 8 to 14 races long.

As well as racing in the evenings, many tracks put on afternoon
meetings. Almost all of these are primarily staged for the country’s
betting shops. These BAGS (Bookmakers Afternoon Greyhound Service)
meetings do not attract much in the way of attendance but are seen
and bet upon by thousands of betting shop punters. Indeed, some of
the dogs that race at tracks where afternoon racing is regularly staged
become real favourites in the shops. Many people are critical of BAGS
meetings saying the quality of racing is poor, but Greyhound Racing To
Win will show you that sometimes this criticism is not justified.

At the tracks, punters can bet either with the bookmakers or with
the totalisator. At some smaller meetings, the track bookies will not
be able to take big bets because the general market will be too weak.
But at the large tracks, particularly the London ones, punters will be
able to bet in bigger amounts. The size of the track and the number of
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people attending it will also affect the amounts in the different
totalisator pools.

All tracks are equipped with some form of mechanical lure. There
are a number of different ones in use but all do the same job, that of
enticing the greyhounds to race. Another thing all tracks have in
common is that the dogs always race anti-clockwise, i.e. from left to
right and all tracks have left-handed bends.

Greyhounds start racing at quite an early age, the minimum is 15
months, and can go on competing until they are around 5, or even 6,
years old. That said, most greyhounds reach their peak at about three
years of age. Both dogs and bitches race but bitches generally have
slightly longer careers. This is because they have an enforced lay-off
whenever they come into season. A breeding career will follow for
any good class greyhound that has proved itself on the track.


