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LESSON 1

“Congratulations!” Miss Katie smiles at Julie and her 

friends.“You all get a promotion to grade 2! See you after 

the summer holidays!” Julie is walking home with her 

proud parents. They are talking about the plans for the 

summer. Their English friends are coming to Poland for 

two weeks. Their son James is Julie’s age. “You will 

be his guide,” mummy says. “What are we going to do, 

where are we going to go, what are we going to see?” 

“We’ll start with Warsaw, of course.” “Good idea, I want 

to know more about Warsaw.”

“We’ll take a short ride in a little train around the New 

Town and the Old Town.” “I like the mermaid in the Old 

Town, Miss Katie told us about her.” “And if the Vistula 

river is high, we’ll go on a cruise.” “And we’ll go to the 

top of the Palace of Culture and Science. I know you 

don’t like it daddy, but you’ve promised we’ll do that 

when James comes to Poland!”

SONG
Listen to the song. Sing along with Julie and 
James, to the melody “Panie Janie.”

I am special, I am special,
If you look, you will see.
Someone very special, someone very special, 
That is me, that is me.
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We are special, very special,
If you look, look en face, 
Really, really special, really really special, 
That is us, that is us. 

EXERCISE 1

Listen to the text. Listen again. Then read it. 
Read it again.

Julie and James are walking 

around the Old Town. They see 

the mermaid. Julie tells her friend 

about Syrenka.

Julie: Do you know she has a sister? 

James: And where is she, 

in Warsaw, too?

Julie: No, she’s in Copenhagen.

James: Oh, I remember her. 

I took her picture when I was 

with my parents in Copenhagen 

last year. How come they are sisters? 

Julie: One stayed in Copenhagen and the other one 

swam to Warsaw. She came out of the water to rest 

on a sandy beach, by today’s Old Town. She liked the 

place and wanted to stay.

Now answer the questions. Choose the right answer.
(Copenhagen, she did, one sister, to rest, she did)

1. How many sisters does the Warsaw mermaid have?

     She has ................................................................ .

2. Where does Syrenka’s sister live?

     She lives in ........................................................... .

3.  Why did Syrenka come out of the water by today’s 

Old Town?

    She came out of the water to ................................. .

4. Did she like the place? 

    Yes, ...................................................................... .

5. Did she want to stay in Warsaw?

    Yes, ...................................................................... .

LESSON 1
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EXERCISE 2

Listen to the text. Listen again. Then read it. 
Read it again.

James and Julie are talking.

James: Why does she have 

a shield and a sword?

Julie: She is protecting 

the people from the enemy.

James: Did she swim to 

Warsaw with the shield and 

the sword? They look heavy.

Julie: Of course not, silly. 

Miss Katie told us that the 

fi shermen didn’t like her, 

because she played with their 

nets and set the fi sh free. But 

when they heard her beautiful 

voice, they wanted her to stay 

and sing for them.

James: What does the shield 

and the sword have to do with 

this?

Julie: Let’s have some 

ice-cream fi rst and fi nd a place 

to sit. I’m really tired. 

Now answer the questions.

1. Why does Syrenka have a shield and a sword?

    She is protecting the people from the e - - - - .

2.  Did she swim to Warsaw with the shield and the 

sword? 

    N - , she didn’t. 

3. What did the fi shermen love about Syrenka? 

    They l - - - -  her beautiful voice and her singing. 

4. Who is tired?

    J - - - -  is.
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